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Vision Statement
QSAN – Strengthening the sector, supporting survivor voices, driving change to end sexual violence. 

About QSAN 
The Queensland Sexual Assault Network (QSAN) are the leading, independent, funded Sexual Violence Peak Body for specialist sexual violence support and prevention services in Queensland. Our membership are located across Queensland including specialist services in regional and rural locations. QSAN are committed to working alongside and centering the voices of survivors of sexual violence, and engaging collaboratively with specialist services, organisations, and communities for the prevention of sexual violence. 

As the Sexual Violence Peak Body for Queensland, QSAN implements a range of innovative activities to achieve our aims and objectives including:
· statewide consultation and coordination of service responses;
· systemic advocacy and engagement in policy, program and legislative reform processes;
· sector leadership and capacity building of specialist services;
· workforce development, practice forums, and professional training;
· social action, community engagement, education, early intervention and prevention work; and 
· statewide, national and international partnerships to advance community-led responses to sexual violence and other initiatives that improve outcomes for survivors of sexual violence. 

QSAN was formed as a statewide network in 2002 and have long held the vision and commitment to develop as a funded Sexual Violence Peak Body. At the heart of QSAN’s work is the strength and diversity of our membership base and the importance of providing opportunities for connection, peer support, and the development of communities of practice to promote shared learning and collective impact. QSAN recognise the significant and innovative work that members undertake in responding to meet the needs of survivors of sexual violence in Queensland, and we will continue to lobby and advocate to see member services appropriately resourced and supported to fulfill this vital work.

QSAN are committed to upholding and promoting the rights of children and we represent services who are Child Safe Organisations, as defined under the Queensland Child Safe Organisations Act 2024. We are committed to upholding and promoting the safeguarding of children, young people, and vulnerable adults accessing specialist sexual violence support services, and through our governance and culture. 

QSAN maintains that all forms of sexual violence are unacceptable in any circumstance. Sexual violence is a serious crime and a violation of human rights. Sexual violence affects people of all ages, all cultural backgrounds, and all genders, including women, men, trans, non‑binary and gender diverse people. Every person has the right to safety, dignity, and autonomy. QSAN upholds an affirmative model of consent that involves ongoing communication to ensure that individuals are freely and enthusiastically consenting to participate in a sexual activity. Sexual consent can never be assumed, nor obtained through force, threats, intimidation, or coercion of any kind. Consent can also be withdrawn by individuals at any time, and their choices must be respected. 

QSAN Values Statements 

Acknowledging Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
QSAN respectfully acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional custodians of the land, and recognise their continuing connection to land, culture, and community. 

We stand in solidarity with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ sovereignty and right to self-determination, and their urgent call for meaningful recognition, and importance of national truth-telling to address the devastating impact of colonisation, prevalence of sexual violence, and continuing systemic racism and violence. 

QSAN recognise that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities hold the cultural knowledge, practice and authority to best determine responses to sexual violence. We deeply honour and respect the work of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander member services and workers within QSAN, and we continue to be guided by and work alongside Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities to support healing, justice, and community-led responses to end sexual violence. 

Centering All Survivors  
QSAN centres the diverse voices, lived experiences, and leadership of survivors of sexual violence, particularly marginalised communities, as experts, to guide our practice and ensure the development of inclusive, accessible, and responsive support services for all survivors of sexual violence across Queensland. QSAN believes that meaningful and lasting responses to sexual violence must be grounded in collaboration and leadership of those most affected, and we are committed to working alongside survivors and ensuring that their voices, knowledge and experiences directly inform QSAN’s objectives including responses to policy, program and legislative reform work. 

Intersectional Feminism
QSAN utilises an intersectional feminist framework in responding to sexual violence, which recognises that multiple systems of power and oppression contribute to inequality and disadvantage. We recognise that people’s experiences of violence are shaped by overlapping identities such as gender, race, class, sexuality, disability, faith/spirituality, language, culture, migration experience and status, and colonial histories. 

QSAN maintains a gendered analysis in understanding the key drivers, nature, impact and prevalence of sexual violence that is deeply shaped by gender inequality and power imbalances, and we ensure this is applied with an intersectional lens, that recognises the diverse experiences of individuals and communities most impacted by sexual violence. QSAN recognises that sexual violence affects people of all ages, all cultural backgrounds, and all genders, including women, men, trans, non‑binary and gender diverse people. QSAN upholds safety, dignity and respect as fundamental human rights, and are intentional in creating inclusive, affirming and accountable practices in responding to sexual violence in our work as a Peak Body and in our workplace.

Accountability and Justice
QSAN are strong and courageous advocates for social and political change. QSAN recognise that sexual violence is a serious crime and a profound violation of human rights. Accountability for those who cause harm must be meaningful and survivor-centred and we recognise that justice can mean many different things to survivors of sexual violence. Some survivors choose to seek justice and accountability through formal structures, such as the criminal justice system and QSAN advocates for a survivor centred and responsive criminal justice system. Other survivors seek justice and accountability through community action and social change rather than focus on individual punishment and QSAN advocates for greater investment in the development of restorative and transformative justice approaches in responding to sexual violence. 

QSAN recognise that carceral systems often fail survivors and perpetuate further violence and harm. We therefore also actively work to promote perpetrator accountability and challenge harmful systems that create inequalities and injustice, noting the tensions and challenges for QSAN members that arise in undertaking this complex work.  QSAN is guided by transformative and restorative justice principles and approaches that: 
· Centre the needs, voices and experiences of survivors.
· Encourage those who have caused harm to take responsibility and actively engage in reparation and change.
· Address the social, cultural, political and structural conditions that enable sexual violence to occur.
· Promote healing not only for individuals but for communities impacted by harm and build community capacity to respond and prevent sexual violence. 

Collaborative Practice and Partnerships 
QSAN are committed to sharing knowledge and collaborative practice, and building partnerships based on mutual respect and accountability, that support survivor’s rights, autonomy and dignity, and that strengthen all of QSAN’s work including violence prevention efforts. QSAN recognise that community designed and led responses to violence are integral to creating meaningful and sustainable social change, including the use of transformative justice approaches to building safety, perpetrator accountability, justice and healing. Our role is to amplify, resource and stand in solidarity with survivors’ voices for change including community-led responses to violence ensuring these initiatives are recognised and sustained.

Member Communication and Consultation 
QSAN values our membership and our shared vision in creating innovative long-term, sustainable and meaningful change. QSAN are committed to utilising collaborative decision making processes across all areas of sector development, and internal practice and governance, to ensure decisions reflect the best interests of all members. QSAN are committed to utilising transparent, accountable and open communication and consultation strategies with all members, noting specific needs and interests of regional and remote services, to support their access, participation and accurate representation to enable QSAN to achieve its objectives. 
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